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attitude of those who are awaiting a great and
immediate crisis. Christ's teaching concerning
His Secgnd Coming cannot, of course, be dis-
cussed now ; it presents, as every one knows, one
of the thorniest problems in the whole field of
New Testament interpretation; but this at least
may be said : whatever Jesus may have believed
about the future, it is too late in the day to suggest
that His moral teaching is only of the nature of
a temporary expedient to tide over a brief time of
waiting before the end. For centuries the best
and wisest men in the civilized world have gone
to that teaching for their loftiest ideals of duty ;
they have found in it the sanction and inspiration
of their noblest efforts ; and it really will not do
now for some one to come forward and tell us
that, after all, we have been deceiving ourselves,
and that the morality of the Gospels is simply a
string of temporary precepts which owe their origin
to a mistaken idea of Jesus. Whatever men may
think about Christ, they know that in Him they
have found the nearest approach to the Absolute
in morals that this world has tor offer.

And it is this quality of abso luteness, this time-
less, eternal element in Christ's teaching, which
constitutes for all who receive itfcthe obligation to
make it known. If its value were relative only,
if it were of worth to one, but not to another, if